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Why visual storytelling is important
Presenting the Data
Adding a Narrative to the Data

2



Method — a GlobalLogic company

Visual storytelling helps make 
complex stories easier to 
understand and deliver a more 
impactful message. 

It is also a way to grab attention 
quicker in an era where 
attention span is limited.

Data Visualization
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DATA
Cold, factual, objective

STORY
Warm, emotional, subjective

vs.

Yet 63% remembered 
visual

Only 5% remembered 
individual statistics

Facts are not as Memorable as Stories 
Data Visualization
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What is it used for

● Bring concepts to life 
● Show a future vision
● Make data more consumable
● Make information more relatable
● Explain a difficult notion
● Animate information
● Redirect attention
● Engage to act
● Prove a point
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Data Visualization

What composes a 
visual story

● Illustrations
● Photos
● Videos
● Icons
● Narrative
● Text
● Data
● Charts
● Colors
● Style
● Structure
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Some examples 
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Data Visualization

Infographics
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Data Visualization

Data-driven movie

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwKPFT-RioU
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Data Visualization

Graph with imagery

America’s Favourite Thanksgiving Pies
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Data Visualization

Website story

https://www.nbcnews.com/specials/detroit-segregation-wall/
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Data Visualization

Pitch deck

https://www.slideshare.net/startuphome/wework-pitch-deck-355m-raised
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What is Data Visualization

Data and information visualization is an interdisciplinary field that deals with the graphic representation of data and 

information. It is a particularly efficient way of communicating when the data or information is numerous as for 

example a time series.

14
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Data Visualization



Method — a GlobalLogic company Proprietary & confidential 15

Python
R

Tableau

Domo

Watson

Yellowfin BI

Datawrapper

Infogram
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Data Visualization
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5 Principles for An Effective Data Visualization 

1. Check for the right data: sound and accurate data but also pick the data that will be the most relevant (% 

change, total, ratio…)

2. Select the right visualization: use of the right graph to represent the data

3. Remove the noise: identify the right signal, remove surplus data, aggregate less important data, remove 

unnecessary labels

4. Focus attention: use color contrasts, fonts, highlights

5. Make it approachable: make it easy (trends, reference lines, colors, icons, relatable comparisons…)

Data Visualization
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Do you see the difference? 

OR

Data Visualization
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Not All Data are Alike

Deciding which data to focus on is changing the visualization and the message we are conveying

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Revenues $2M $3M $3M $4M

Ebitda $1M $2M $1.8M $1.5M

What interesting information can I also withdraw from these 

data?

Ratio 
Rev/Ebitda 50% 67% 60% 38%

+34%

-10%

-37%

Data Visualization
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Create new Data Points

ANSWER
● $ amounts
● Part dedicated to 

education vs. logistics
● International $ amount 

dedicated to education
● % of teacher training 

against all CAN funding

Data Visualization
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Create new Data Points

ANSWER
% increase between each 
year and for each education 
level

Data Visualization
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Do you see the difference? 

OR

62%

Data Visualization
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The Different Graphs

Data Visualization
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Which Graph to Use When

Trends Composition Relationship Flow Distribution Comparison

Data Visualization
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Some ways to Emphasize Information

Data Visualization
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Some ways to Emphasize Information

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
Proportions are not 
respected.

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
Hard to read. Use a 
stacked bars to 
represent these data 
and add reference lines 
to show the trends.

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
Hard to read. Cannot 
depict clearly what 
information we are 
trying to show. Trend 
lines with a highlight 
at the critical data 
points would have 
been a better 
representation.

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
This representation 
is upside down. 2% 
is representing more 
area than 30%.

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
Too many colors. It 
would have been 
better to rank the 
countries by order of 
magnitude.

Data Visualization



Method — a GlobalLogic company Proprietary & confidential 34

What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
Too much noise. 
Reduce the number 
of colors, reduce the 
number of states 
being shown. 
Highlight the most 
important ones in the 
max and the min and 
do not show the 
others. 

Data Visualization
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What is Wrong with this Graph?

ANSWER
The axis does not 
start at 0 so the 
proportions are 
incorrect.

Data Visualization
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Improve the Following Graph

ANSWER
Group Android and 
IOS and represent 
only the part of each.

Data Visualization
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Improve the Following Graph

ANSWER
3D is usually a bad 
pick. Use horizontal 
bars or stacked bars 
to represent these 
data.

Data Visualization
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Improve the Following Graph

ANSWER
3D is usually a bad 
pick. Use a stacked 
bars to represent these 
data and add reference 
lines to show the 
trends.

Data Visualization
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Homework #1

Visualization for Business
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Data Visualization

1

2

3

Create one data visualization for each table, without narrative, and check with others about clarity and comprehension.
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Data Visualization

64

5

Create one data visualization for each table, without narrative, and check with others about clarity and comprehension.
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Do you see the difference? 

● You have driven X miles with Uber

OR

● You have driven the equivalent of two journeys 
around the earth, that is X amount of miles

Data Visualization
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How Data, Visual, and Narrative Complement Each Other

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Good title

Hidden data

Clear narrative

Good choice of graphClear % highlights

No noise (only the necessary 
data and info is presented). 

Clean and easy to understand

Focused attention with the 
right choice of color contrasts, 

fonts, highlights

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization
Good title

Context

Clear narrative. Main 
point clearly defined

Good choice of graph

Clear % highlights

No noise (only the necessary 
data and info is presented). 

Clean and easy to understand

Focused attention with the 
right choice of color contrasts, 

fonts, highlights. Good visual 
anchors

Polished presentation

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Clear title

Clear narrative. Main 
point clearly defined 
and context presented

Clear % highlights

No noise (only the necessary 
data and info is presented). 

Clean and easy to understand

Focused attention and good 
visual anchors with the use of 

iconography

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Clear narrative. Main 
point clearly defined

No noise (only the necessary 
data and info is presented). 

Clean and easy to understand

Relatable comparison Simple design and 
good anchor points

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization Clear narrative. Main 
point clearly defined

Clean and easy to understand

Hidden data revealed

Clear % highlights

Reference line

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Clear narrative Illustration

Efficient graphHidden data revealed

Approachable visualization

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization Illustration

Clear narrative

Hidden data revealed Efficient graph

Approachable visualization

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Illustration

Hidden information revealed

Clear title

Clear narrative

Hidden data revealed

Approachable 
visualization

Data Visualization
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What Makes a Good Visualization

Imagery

Clear title

Clear narrative

Hidden data revealed

Approachable 
visualization

Noise removed and added as 
secondary element

Data Visualization
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Humanize the Data

Data Visualization



Method — a GlobalLogic company Proprietary & confidential 55

Pitfalls to Visualization

● Nice does not always mean efficient (focusing on the visual only)

● Using information that do not add value (putting narrative for the good sake of using narrative)

● Not having a focus point (does not highlight one main information but multiple)

● Being disconnected from context (no good correlation between the slides or with the data)

● Trying to sound too smart (using too many data or highlighting hidden data that are irrelevant)

● Overdoing it (too much content, graph too sophisticated)

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Some Do’s & Don’ts
Don’t Do

Data Visualization
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Homework exercise #2

Visualization for Business
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Data Visualization

2

1

3

Create one data visualization for each table, WITH narrative, and check with others about 

clarity and comprehension.
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Data Visualization

4

5

6

Create one data visualization for each table, WITH narrative, and check with others about clarity and comprehension.
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